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fellow-Member of C.M.S., 


“The Communists were coming. Fear 
ad revolt had gripped our whole com- 
y...-A ‘revolutionary committee’ 
e students had challenged the 
ority of the President, Dean and all 
estat, including the missionaries. The 
ders of the Student Christian Fellow- 
ip gathered in a deserted courtyard to 
are with each other their perplexity. 
l¢é young woman stood out at that 
ee ng. She poured out with tears her 
r complaint for all her Christian 
achers and pastors had failed to give to 
repare her for that hour. She expressed 
| the lostness which was in everyone’s 
, leaving us with nothing but prayer 
pa hidden God.” 


was in China. The year was 1949. 
the cry of that Chinese girl find an 
hho ‘tomorrow’ in Japan, India, the 
iddle East, Africa? Can we visualize 
e possibility of the same complaint 
= made one day by young Christians 
Sivestern Europe and the Americas ? 
he year 1960, with all its alarms and 
cur ions, ought not to be allowed to 
ass away ‘without some of us Christians 
edi ating ourselves afresh to the task 

| understanding Communism, engaging 
ends and spirits with the problems 
ses, preparing to meet Communists. 


erhaps our first task will be to refuse 
assent of our minds to the semi- 
terical pseudo - religious anti- 
mmunist propaganda which is so 
dely prevalent today. The chief menace 
Bais propaganda is that jt focuses 
mtion on Communism and fails to 
ow that the revolution of our time is 
r bigger than Communism. Com- 
uni sm is capitalizing on the revolution 
is not itself the revolution. This 
rrreR will be concerned to 
y that conclusion. 


GEMENT FOR THE MIND 


[ were asked to prescribe.a course 
ly which would help towards an 
nding of the revolution of our 
and of Communism as the present 
| Successful rider of the storm, I 
ld advise the student to proceed as 
| by reading an attractively written 
Straightforward book by John 
» A History of Russia. A 
tic insight into Russian history 
ispensable preparation for under- 
e Russian people and their 
It is also necessary for an under- 
of the appeal which the Soviet 
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experiment in Communism has exercised 
and still exercises upon multitudes of 
men and women all over the world. 
Should you find this book hard to come 
by, Common Sense about Russia, by 
Robert Conquest, will serve excellently. 


With that perspective clear I would go 
On to urge the importance of two books 
about China, the country whose gigantic 
experiment is, for the under-developed 
countries of the world, providing a rival 
magnetism to the appeal of Russia. 
Common Sense about China, by Guy 
Wint, is eminently readable. Like John 
Lawrence’s book it is balanced, objective, 
and illuminating. The other book about 
China is more _ specialized — The 
Economic Development of Communist 
China, 1949-1958, by T. J. Hughes and 
D. T. Luard, Issued under the 
auspices of the Royal Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, this book gives a sober 
factual survey of the economic changes 
in China since the Communists came to 
power, not unmixed with a judicious 
scepticism about recorded statistics! A 
look into the Chinaman’s rice bowl is 
likely to prove more rewarding than other 
forms of political crystal-gazing, being 
less conducive to wishful-thinking. 


My next suggestion can appropriately 
follow only after the reader has sub- 
mitted to the discipline in the fields of 
history and economics already recom- 
mended. With that discipline accepted 
Christianity, Communism and History, by 
William Hordern, will be exciting 
reading. The author argues convincingly 
for treating Communism as a religion, 
demonstrates no less convincingly the 
many parallels between the assumptions 
of Communism and the thinking of 
‘left-wing’ Christian sects, and, while 
clear that Communism and Christianity 
are fundamentally opposed to one an- 
other, suggests that the ‘sects’ have a 
great deal to offer to the Christian 
Church in its encounter with Com- 
munism. If he is right then this is 
another point at which the leaders of the 


Ecumenical Movement of our time may 
have to encourage a great deal of quite 
new thinking. 


By now the serious reader will be 
ready for some hard going, which if 
pursued unflinchingly to the end, will be 
tremendously «rewarding. Communism 
and the Theologians—Study of an 
‘Encounter, by Charles West, is an intimi- 
dating volume. But it is lit again and 
again by flashes of blinding light. The 
Opening paragraph of this News-LETTER 
was taken from its preface. In its pages 
will be found the inner springs of the 
Christian encounter with Communism 
behind the Iron Curtain — the place of 
real encounter where life is far too stark 
to be defined in terms of conflicting 
ideologies. Here is the real encounter 
where you stand under the Gospel or you 
do not stand at all. If the cry of that 
Chinese girl really haunts you, you will 
sweat your way through this book. 
Incidentally, as I sweated my own way 
through it, I marked passage after 
passage which speaks straight into the 
situation in much of Africa today. 


That brings me to my last suggestion 
for this course of study, Black Govern- 
ment ?—A Discussion between Kenneth 
Kaunda and Colin Morris. Localized in 
Northern Rhodesia, this is properly to be 
described as a tract for the times, or 
more accurately for that interim between 
now and the day when everywhere in 
Africa the black African will determine 
the destiny of the continent. Each of the 
previous books recommended did, in 
one way or another, point a finger of 
warning to those embroiled in affairs in 
Africa. The rest of this News-LeTreRr 
will spotlight these warnings. 


COMMUNISM IN AFRICA? 


Frequently one is asked about the 
extent of Communist penetration into 
Africa. There is only one sensible and 
accurate answer to that question and that 
is to insist that in Africa, as elsewhere, 
the revolution of our time is far bigger 
than Communism. From this it is pos- 
sible to go on to say that there is no 
reason whatever why Communism should 
ride the storm in Africa, but that it will 
almost certainly do so unless Europeans 
in Africa come to terms with the real 
revolution, and come quickly. . 


What follows jis mainly quotations 
from the books mentioned above. 
STORM SIGNALS 


Here is Guy Wint’s summary of the 
relations of the West with China through- 


out the nineteenth century and beyond. . 


“ The West acted without courtesy, with- 
out imagination, is mg prudence. It 
insulted China. . It lived with maxi- 
mum arrogance " amidst a decaying 
society. . . . It laid up for itself a bitter 


hatred which was to be expiated in ou 
own times.” 


I do hope that that quotation will n¢ 
provoke pained letters from devote 
‘old China hands’. Of course there we: 
many magnificent individual exception 
Consuls, business men, 
teachers, missionaries. What, howeve 
Guy Wint is writing about is the over 
impression made by foreigners on 
Chinese people. We may not like 
verdict but it happens to be true. Com 
munism capitalized on thi 
contempt for the Chinese. 
tion is much bigger than Communism. 


The Preface to Black Government 
contains the following two sentences: 


“What Africans are demanding with n 
uncertain voice is what the Prin 
Minister of India, Mr. Nehru, ca 
‘The Fourth Freedom; Freedom fro 
Contempt’. Waiting four years, or eve 
a year, before we do anything about 
is not merely futile, it is dangerous.” 


Can you read a signpost ? 


POOR MAN’S HOPE 

Here is Guy Wint again in a paragrap 
of intriguing hints about future histor 
“‘ By the poor in Asia, China is regarde 
as the exponent of a different kind ¢ 
Communism from the Russian kin 
Russian Communism is the relatively ric 
country’s Communism. Chinese Co 
munism is the poor man’s Communis 
It may seem to lie within the reach ¢ 
the poorest countries, while Russia, t 
contrast, is passing on to a Communis 
which is more interested in space trav 
than in redressing the wrongs of 
starving.” 


Is there a hint here of why Guinea, soc 
after independence, started negotiatin 
with Communist China for a mjssion ¢ 
experts who would help to transform 
desperately poor country into somethir 
more prosperous ? 


Listen to Luard and Hughes abo 
China: 


“When the Communists came to pow 
in 1949, by far the greater part of th 
country carried on, as for the last 20( 
years, an early-iron-age economy. 
A largely backward economy, with 2 
extremely low volume of capitalizatic 
and poor in techniques both jn indus 
and agriculture, has already within 
space of nine years, been transferred j in 
one capable of the production of aircra 
lorries, cargo ships, electric generata 
locomotives, and automatic lathes. . . 
Elsewhere they comment: 

“There are many backward countries 
the world . . . attempting to develop 
modern industrial economy within 
shortest space of time. If they come 
believe that the speed of development 


ina has, over a period, been faster than 
achieved elsewhere under different 
ms of government, they may 
ond to draw ideological conclusions 
om the fact, and be tempted to experi- 
nt with methods similar to those which 
ve proved successful in China, even 
this involves a sacrifice of political 
sedom for their peoples.” 


nother signpost for Africa ? 


ER NATIONALISM, WHAT? 


| Guy Wint makes another point which 
s of far-reaching importance for our 
derstanding of the impact of Com- 
unism. And it is far more relevant to 
ica than perhaps any African 
itionalist leader himself would yet 
ognize. Speaking of the failure of the 
uomintang, the former Nationalist 
urty in China, he writes: 
. the Kuomintang failed to produce 
1y philosophy or theory of reform. Its 
programme was barren... . It had no 
essage of redemption, and no promise 
the oppressed. Nationalism, bare 
tionalism, may be necessary to modern 
men, but by itself, it is an inadequate 
+. et.” 
st at the moment Africa is satisfied 
Nationalism. But what happens 
independence? What happens 
hen there is nobody against whom you 
n be ‘anti’? At that point people need 
gospel. 
Here Charles West’s book is a bracing 
allenge to the Christian Church: 


Communism,” he writes, “is appealing 
ecause it integrates a new community 
hen old communities are disintegrating. 
' takes intellectuals isolated in their 
emancipation from the ancient culture, 
peasants victimized by the insecurities of 
an accelerating load of debt, workers up- 
rooted from their villages and thrown 
into the mass society of an industrial 
centre, and offers them a new fellowship 
Where their life has meaning and 
irection. It brings to the chaotic, 
a ently meaningless course of events 
c explanation and a hope... .” 
ontemporary nationalism in Africa is 
ssentially a negative protest, necessary 
© doubt but ephemeral. Communism 
ffers a gospel. So does Islam. So 
ould the Christian Church. Are we 
thinking far enough ahead ? 

‘Meanwhile do not let us forget that, 
1} the anarchy which is threatening to 
Africa, 

Communism has a natural appeal to 
aman beings so secularized and afraid 
to value only security, and so cut off 
rom meaningful responsibility and a fair 
lare in the economy as to place the 
lusory) hope of more justice above all 
> Om ‘6! (West). 7 
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CHRISTIAN SELF-SCRUTINY 


There is space here for only one 

quotation from William Hordern’s book. 
For his stimulating discussion of the 
importance of the Christian Sects, and 
the relevance of this for Africa in parti- 
cular, the reader must get the book and 
follow its whole argument. Speaking of 
Communism he writes: 
“It is as a religion, giving meaning and 
hope to life, that Communism is most 
dangerous. Communism calls fanatical 
followers to work for a better world. In 
this crusade they find a meaning and 
destiny for themselves. They find the 
promise that their work will be fulfilled 
in the coming victory of Communism. 
At the same time Christianity stirs 
millions of its followers to nothing more 
than a mild aesthetic experience once a 
week. If we lose the struggle with 
Communism, it will not be because we 
have been outproduced ; it will be be- 
cause we have been less dedicated and 
less inspired by our religious faith than 
the Communist world.” 


Let me close this NEwSs-LETTER with 
what would seem to be some of the 
lessons for Christians which emerge out 
of this course of study in the challenge of 
contemporary Communism. 

They can be expressed quite briefly. 
Through our prayers their relevance will 
reach out to distant horizons. The first 
is another signpost for Africa. West 
quotes Reinhold Niebuhr as saying: 

“Tt must always be the purpose of those 
who try, in a measure, to guide the 
course of history, to check the desperate 
brutalities of a dying civilization in order 
that the new which emerges may not be 
too completely corrupted and blinded by 
the spirit of vengeance.” 

In much of Africa today, helping “to 
guide the course of history ” cannot fail 
to involve the Church in situations of the 
greatest delicacy and considerable peril. 


Second there is the experience of the 
Church in Eastern Germany from which 
Charles West draws so many moving 
illustrations. They have learnt there that 
the Christian can pass beyond fear 
because, before God, he has learnt to 
accuse himself, and in his repentance has 
discovered that assurance of forgiveness 
which can set him free to meet his Com- 
munist accuser as a man in need of the 
same medicine and the same Gospel. This 
is actually happening, as Charles West 
demonstrates. We know that it hap- 
pened during the Mau Mau terror in 
Kenya. The Church exists to produce 
such people everywhere and not only in 
East Germany and East Africa. 

Third there is the need, and this applies 
forcibly to Africa, to produce men and 
women whose minds have been trained to 
real competence in the handling of 


human relationships as well as the hand- 
ling of the tools of a technological society. 
This means an unremitting pursuit of 
quality in education—quality at every 
level. The pursuit will be very costly 
because the importance of quality is 
seldom understood. At the moment 
Africa’s real need is for far more good 
secondary education. Establishing that 
priority will be as difficult as it will be 
unpopular. 


I end with another quotation from 
Charles West’s Preface which links up 
with the quotation which opened this 
News-Lerrier. 


“The fact of revolutionary change itself, 
the predicament of our Chinese girl with 
the cry for help it brings with it, will 
continue. Communism claims to organize 
this revolution and give it direction and 
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meaning. But the revolution is bigge 
than Communism. It seethes in Russi: 
as it does in India and covertly as well i 
Britain and America. It has its pos 
Communist as well as its pre-Communi: 
mood. The need for Christians wh 
know the meaning of repentance, an 
who are free for endless experiments i 
new creation or service, will not soon ; 
exhausted.” 


Endless experiments in new creation c 
service are needed in Asia and Afric; 
Do you who read this see a signpo: 
here? 

Your sincere friend, 


an 


Onn 


General Secretar 


REV.DEAN S.E.JOHNSON, 
CHUXCH DIVINITY SCHOOL OF THE 


2451,R1DGE ROAD, 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH | 


tA History of Russia, by John Lawrence (Farrar, Straus & Audahy, New York, 1960) $6.5 
This is a revised edition of the book published in England in 1957 entitled Russ! 


in the Making. 
is substantially a new section. 


In particular Part IV which deals with Russia in the Soviet Ag 
Here is that rare thing an unimpassioned study « 


Soviet Russia by one who knows the country, loves its people, is a convinced Christia 
and has no illusions about Communism, This gives an invaluable background 1 


the historical understanding of Communism. 
+*Common Sense about Russia, by Robert Conquest (Gollancz, 1960). 6s. Od., by post 7s. 0d. 
+*Common Sense about China, by Guy Wint (Gollancz, 1960). 6s. Od., by post 7s. Od. 
+The Economic Development of Communist China, 1949-1958, by T. J. Hughes and D. E. 7 
Luard (Oxford University Press, 1959). 22s. 6d., by post 24s. Od. 

*tThe Stages of Economic Growth—A Non-Communist Manifesto, by W. W. Rostow (Cambrid; 
University Press, 1960). 12s. 6d., by post 13s. 6d. 

vehretoney rgyiaey and History, by William Hordern (Lutterworth Press, 1957). 12s. 6c 

y post 145 

*tCommunism and the Theologians—Study of an Encounter, by Charles West. (S.C.M. Press, 1958 
35s. Od., by post 37s. Od. 

*tBlack Government?—A Discussion between Kenneth Kaunda and Colin Morris (United Society fc 
Christian Literature, Lusaka, N. Rhodesia, 1960). 6s. Od., by post 7s. 0d. Obtainab’ 
from U.S.C.L:, 4, Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4, et 

*May be borrowed from C.M.S. Library | 
tMay be ordered from C.MS. Publishing Department. = - 


